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CELEBRANT

“Rituals have long been used to honour cultural and Pcrsonal traditions and turning Points. Tlﬂeg Proviclc away
to reinforce connection between People in the Family, the community or on a sPiritual level.”

(53”3 Cant - The Heart and Soul of Celcbrancg)

Rituals are a fabulous way to use sgmbo]ism to convey a message both to one another and to your guests. A
ritual doesn’t have to be somcthing completelg over the toP. The simP[e cxchanging of rings is a ritual. The

Fo”owing are some examP!es of the tgPes of rituals you may like to think about inclucling in your ceremony:

.+ Unity Candles

. Unity Bouquet

. Sand Ceremony

. Palm Ceremony

. Hand Fasting

. Pebbles Ceremony
+ Rose Ceremony

. But’cerﬂy Release

. Dove Release

Three candles are Placccl on the table. The two side candles are each lit (sometimes bﬂ the Parcnts of each
Partner} represcnting the individual lives of each partner. The centre candle is it bg both partners cluring the
ceremony, signhcging their new life togetlﬁer as "One". (UnFortunatelg, the Unity Candle ceremony is often
impractical outdoors, as the flames are casilg cxtinguislﬁecl bﬂ the wind. Couples may instead wish to use the

sand ceremony, or the unitg bouquct ccrcmony.)
Worcling for the lighting of tapers bg the parents:

& are going to ]igh’c their Unity Can&]e, a symbol of their marriage relations]'lip. The candles

from which theg light it have been lit bg their mothers to reprcsen’c their lives to this moment.

The lights, rcPrescnting the faith, wisdom, and love theg have received from their parents, are distinct, each
burning alone. & will light the centre candle to sgmbolise the union of their lives. As this one

ligl'lt burns undivided, so shall their love be one.



From now on, your t]noughts shall be for each other rather than for your individual selves. Yourjogs and sorrows
shall be shared alike. May the radiance of this one ligl'lt be a testimony of your unity. May this candles burn

brlghtly asa sgmbol OFQOUF commitment to CaCl’l Otl’lér and to 9OUY' union.

Worcling it extinguisl’xing the taPers:

As & together light the centre cand]e, theg will extinguish their own candles, thus letting the

centre candle sgmbo!ise the union of their lives. As this one light cannot be divided, neither will their lives be
divided.

This flame represents your commitment to each other and to a lasting and loving marriage. The Unity Candle
sgmbolises the new Family you are now Forming from your past lives. Now you both are charged with keeping this

flame bright for the rest of your clags.

Worcling iFgou’re Prchr to leave your tapcrs [it:

_________ & ________ come into their marrage rcla’cionship as individuals and ’CI’ICH do not lose their iclentitg
simplg because ’che}j are married. Rather theg use their incliviclua[itg to create and strengt]ﬁen the relationslﬁip of
marriage. Ther@core, the three candles remain lit, one for each of them and one for their marriage.

This flame represents your commitment to each other and to a lasting and loving marriage. The Unity Candle
sgmbolises the new Family you are now Forming from your past lives. The flames you light it with both burn
brighter whenjoined togcther. Now you both are chargecl with kecping this flame bright for the rest of your

c{ays.

Like the Unity Candle, the Unity Bouque’c is a similar concept, which does not involve a flame which might goout
in a draft. The Mothers of the couple are each escorted into the room with a boucluet of ﬂowers, which theg
Place in a side vase before being seated, rePresenting the life of their Familg member who is going to be married.
The Officiant says that the flowers rePresent the ways in which each Par’cner has blossomed and grown, up unti
this Point in their life. The partners are then instructed to Place their flowers toge’cher into one larger vase,
creating a very sPecia] "unitg bouquct". Although each bouque’c, and each life were beautiful alonc, they are
even more beautiful togethcr. (The choices selected in this ceremony can have a dramatic effect. For examPle,
if the groom's Familg carries babg's breath or lavender, and the bride's gamilg carries roses, the bouque’c is
stunning when combined. Practice combining artificial flowers at the rehearsal, and make sure no one involved is

allergic to the real tl*n'ngl)



The Sand Ceremony represents thejoining of two lives into a new dimension of unity. Itis similar to the Unity
Candle ceremony. Instead of each partner having their own candle, each partner has a vial of sand which
represents their childhood and life before marriage. During the ceremony, cach partner pours his or her sand
into a larger vial to rePresent their new status as a married couPle. Some couPles use two different colours of
sand, which make a third colour whenjoined. Partners may wish to use sand from a lake or ocean close to where

theg grew up, or where theg sPent meaning{:ul vacations ’cogether.
I:o”owing Is some examPIes of worcling that can be used around the sand ceremony:

Todag this relationship is symbolisecl through the Pouring of these two individual containers of sand, one

rePresenting you and all that you were, all that you are, and all that you will ever be, and the

other representing s and all that you were and all that you are, and all that you will ever be. These two
containers of sand are now Pourec{ together into one, rePresenting the combining of your individual lives into

one. Ancljust as these grains of sand can no [onger be seParatecl and Poured again, so will your marriage be.

These separate containers of sand represent your lives up to this moment, individual and unique.
I now invite you to combine your individual containers of sand into one larger container. As you combine your
sand together, your lives alsojoin toge’cher as one. Just as these grains of sand can never be seParated and

Poured again into the individual containers, so will your marriage be.

Like the colours of the rainbow we are all different and sPecia!, valuable and Precious. Therefore it is on]g ﬁt’cing
that you be shown as an important part of this marriage ~ after all marriage is ]arge19 about Family. These
containers of sand represent each of you and your imPortance in this Familg. I will ask each of you to not pour
some of your sand into tlﬂejar. The sand has now beenjoined together and can not be isolated. These grains of
sand can never seParatecl and Pourecl again into the individual containers, so will your Familg be a moulcling of 6
individual Persona]i’cies, bonded toge’clﬁer. You arejoined toge’cher toclag, not or119 non marriage, but also as a

Familg.

As “insert childs name” adds her sand, we are reminded that though we are all different PeoPlej it is our
indivi&ualitg which adds the unique colour to the tapestry of the Familg.
Like the sands Pourecl before it, these sands will also mix and be unable to be separated.

& will now finish aclcling their sands showing that “insert child’s name” will always be at

the centre of their heart surrounded bg the love and Family here toclag.



s Plcasc hold hands Palms up, 50 you may see the giFt that thcg are to you.

These are the hands of your best Fricncl, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holdinggours on your
wcdding clay, as he Promises to love you all the dags of his life.

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as togetl’xcr you build your Future) as you Iaugh and cry, as
you share your innermost secrets and dreams.

These are the hands that will Passionately love you and cherish you tl'lrough the years, for a lifetime of
haPPiness‘

These are the hands that will countless times wiPe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears onoy.
These are the hands that will comfort youin llness. and hold you when fear of gri@c engullcs your heart.

These are the hands that will tenclerlg lift your chin and brush your cheek as theg raise your face to look into his

eyes, eyes that are filled comPlc’cely with his overwhelming love and desire for you.

s Plcasc hold hands Palms up, s0 you may see the ghct that theg are to you.

These are the hands of your best gricncl, smooth, young and carcncree, that are Iﬁolding yours on your wcdding
&ag. as she Pleclges her love and commitment to you all the clags of her life.

These are the hands that will massage tension from your neck and back in the evenings after 9ou’ve both had a
long hard clag.

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you s’cruggle through difficult times.

These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving,

These are the hands that will Passionatelg love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of
haPPincss.

These are the hands that will give you suPPort as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Togcther asa

team, cvergthing you wish for can be realised.

& N ask you to turn and look into each other’s eyes and hold hands.

will you honour and resPect one another, and seek never to break that honour?

“We will” (First cord/ribbon is draped over the hands)

And so the bincling is made.
will you share each other’s Pain and seek to ease it?

“We will” (Second cord/ribbon is clraped over the hands)

And so the bincling is made.
will you share the burdens of each other so that your sPirits may grow in this union?

“We will” (Third cord/ribbon is c{rapecl over the hands)



And so the bincling is made.
will you share each others ]augl'ltcr and look for the brigl'ltness and Positive in each other?
“We will” (Fourth cord/ribbon is dra[:)ccl over the hands)

And so the bincling is made.

_____________ & ____as your hands are bound togetl’)er now
So your lives and sPirits arejoinec{ in a union of love and trust

Above you are the stars and below you is the earth

Like the stars, your love should be a constant source of light

And like the carth, a firm foundation from which to grow.

Note: The cords can be 4 different colours to symbolisc the 4 elements/seasons, or any virtucs/values that you

specia”g wish to make Part oFgour marriage.

These are the hands of your best Friencl, young and strong and full of love for you, that are holding yours on

your wedding dag, as you Promise to love each other todag, tomorrow and forever.
These are the hands that will work alongside yours, as toge’cher you build your future.

These are the hands that will Passionatelg love you and cherish you tl'lrough the years, and with the s]ightest

touch, will comfort you like no other.

These are the hands that will hold you when fear or grimc fills your mind.

These are the hands that will countless times wipc the tears from your eyes; tears of SOrrow, and tears onoy.

These are the hands tl'lat will tenderlg hold your clﬂilclrcn.
These are the hands that will help you to hold your Familg as one.
These are the hands that will give you s’crengtl’) when you need it.

And lastlg, these are the hands that even when agecl, will still be reacl’ling for yours, still gving you the same

unspolcen tenderness withjust a simplc touch.



THE ROSE CEREMONY

(In the Rose Ceremony, the two Partics give cach other a Rose. Two roses are all that is necessary. The Rose

Ceremong is Placec[ at the end of the ceremongjust before the declaration)

In the Past, the rose was considered a sgmbol of love and a single rose always meant onlg one ’ching - it meant the

words "l love you."Soitis aPProPriate that for your first giFt as a married couple, that ghct would be a single rose.
Please exclﬂange your giﬁ:.

In some ways it seems like you have not done angtlﬂing at all. Just a moment ago you were I'lolding one small rose
- and now you are holding one small rose. In some ways, a marriage ceremony is like this. In some ways, tomorrow
is going to seem no different than 5ester&a3. But in fact todag,just now, you both have given and received one
of the most valuable and Precious gif:’cs of life - one | hoPe you a]wags remember - the gi{:t of true and abiding

love within the devotion of marriagc.
Plus (oPtiona])

_________ and _ whereever you make your home in the future - Pick one very specia] location for

roses; so that on each annivcrsarg of this truly wonderful occasion you both may take a rose to that sPot both

as a recommitment to your marriagc - and a recommitment that this will be a marriagc based upon love.

In every marriage there are times where it is difficult to find the rig]ﬁt words.

It is easiest to hurt who we most love. It is easiest to be most hurt bg who we most love.

It miglﬁt be difficult some time to words to say "l am sorry" or 'l Forgive you'; "l need you" or "l'am hur’cing". I this
should haPPen, if you simplg can not find these words, leave a rose at that sPo’c which both of you have selected

- for that rose than says what matters most of all and should overpower all other t]'lings and all other words.
That rose says the words: "I still love 5ou."

The other should accept this rose for the words which can not be Found, and remember the love and hopc that
you both share todag.

__________ and __ ifthereis angthinggou remember of this marriage ceremony, it is that it was love that

brought you here toclay, it is only love which can make it a glorious union, and it is bg love which your marriage

sha” enclure."



Accorcling to an American Indian Legend - if anyone desires a wish to come true theg must first capture a
buttenqg and whispcr that wish to it. Since a butterﬂg can make no sound, the butterﬂg can not reveal the wish to
anyone but the Great Spirit who hears and sees all. In gratituclc for gving the beautiful butterﬂy its freedom, the
Great SPirit alwags grants the wish.

So, accorcling to legencl bg making a wish and giving the but’cerﬂg its freedom, the wish will be taken to the
heavens and be granted.

We have gatherecl to grant & all our best wishes and are about to set these butterflies

free in trust that all these wishes will be granted.

Wings

You have given me wings with which to ﬂg
Now | breathe in cleep and spreacl them wide
as we lift off from the silken Petals

into the wind where the butterflies glicle.

Our white doves are the sgmbo] of Love, Peace and HoPe. Theg Pair for ]hce, and at the end of each &ag theg
return to the same home for the night. As & release these clovcs, we ask you, their Familg and
friends, to witness this very sgmbolic gesture, which heralds the bcginning of their new life together.

& , we wish you love that, like the cloves, continues to soar. We wish you peace as you work

togetl'ler to clcvelop a home. And wejoin in your hopc fora long and happg marriagc

Like a married coup]e, the doves are not obligecl to be bg cach other’s side for every hour of every clag. In the
evening however, whether their clag’sjoumcg has been toge’cher or apar’c, both doves return to the same home

for the nig]’lt. & , as the doves ﬂ9 tl’xcg will carry our wishes for peace, love and l’voPe for

your future life ’cogether.

& are now going to release two white Pigcons, that are meant to rePresent doves.

Theg will ﬂg quards, magbe circle above us, and then ﬂg home together, as a Pair. This sgmbolises our newlg
wed couple setting off on theirjourneg in life togetl']cr, in harmong. ____________ & . we wish for

you that your [ife together will be long, rich and rewarcling. May your marriage carry with it all the wonderful
qualitics that the white doves re[:)resent.



